Consent Agenda, Spring Sessions 2018

Two items: Interim Actions Report from YM Clerk and General Secretary (A)
Nominating Committee Report (B)

A. Interim Actions Report, Spring Sessions 2018

In a minute approved at Fall Sessions 2014, the Yearly Meeting directed the NYYM clerk
and general secretary to represent the Yearly Meeting between sessions, when the
occasion for giving the Yearly Meeting a public voice seems urgent and appropriate.

Since Fall Sessions 2017 the New York Yearly Meeting clerk and general secretary have
three items on which to report:

1. We ssigned a NYS Council of Churches amicus brief for Ravi Ragbir, both
individually as clerk and general secretary, and as a one of four institutional
signers on behalf of New York Yearly Meeting.

It is a very large document: access it online.
The text of the Statement of Support is copied here:

STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FROM AMICI NEW YORK STATE COUNCIL OF
CHURCHES

The Governing Board (Executive Committee) of the New York State
Council of Churches has given its unanimous approval to serve as an
Amici. The Council, which has been in existence since the late 19th
Century, is comprised of eight denominations (American Baptist,
Episcopal Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, New York
Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quaker), Lutheran
Church of America, Presbyterian, U.S.A., United Church of Christ, United
Methodist Church) and approximately 7,000 congregations from those
denominations in every part of New York State.

The New York State Council of Churches states in its constitution that
“It’s fitting that Christians should manifest their unity by joining together
to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and to show God’s good and just
purposes throughout New York State. Therefore, we covenant to care for
one another, safeguard the presence of vital Christian communities,
provide hospitality to all, proclaim the gospel boldly in each place, and
declare God’s just will among the powers and principalities.”

Given our mission, we have a compelling interest to serve as Amici to
protect the free speech of our congregations and its lay and clergy leaders
that they may freely exercise their first amendment rights to welcome the


http://nyym.org/sites/default/files/Ragbir-Amicus-Brief-Final-March-6-2018.pdf

stranger, advocate for marginalized and vulnerable people and seek their
welfare. Such advocacy is central to our goal to offer the good news of the
Gospel in word and deed in a broken world and to offering effective
pastoral care to our congregants and those in the society as a whole. All
of our denominations have well developed theological positions to
advocate for immigrants who have, over the years, been subjected to
discrimination and marginalization. We have advocated for government
policies and laws which prevent this discrimination and allow for human
flourishing. We are deeply grieved by the poor treatment of Ravi Ragbir
and many immigrants like him, by Immigration Customs and
Enforcement (ICE). The prospect of the Government intimidating and
discriminating against our congregants and their lay and clergy leaders
infringes on our ability to offer the good news of the Gospel through
advocating for the poor, the vulnerable and the stranger in our midst.

The Reverend Peter Cook, Executive Director
The Reverend Dustin Wright, President

2. We sent a letter asking Comptroller DiNapoli (New York) to divest NY State’s
pension fund from fossil fuels. This letter is posted on NYYM’s website:
http://nyym.org/session/spring-sessions-2018#AdvanceDocs

3. We sent a letter to the CEO COO FedEx, asking them to discontinue their
practice of offering discounts to National Rifle Association members. This letter
is posted on NYYM's website:
http://nyym.org/session/spring-sessions-2018#AdvanceDocs

4. Lucinda signed on to a NYS Council of Churches letter to the NYS governor in
support of bail reform. This letter is posted on NYYM’s website:
http://nyym.org/session/spring-sessions-2018#AdvanceDocs

B. Nominating Committee Report

Release from service:
Thomas Rothschild Indian Affairs Committee
F. Peter Philips Committee to Revise Faith and Practice,
representative to Ministry Coordinating
Committee, NYYM Board of Trustees
David Herendeen Worship at Yearly Meeting Sessions

Appointment:
Dare Thompson (Poughkeepsie) NYYM Board of Trustees, Class of 2023
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